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The referred book is devoted to the fuzzy relational modeling, its theoretical foundation,
potential application, and to some closely related topics and results.

Its text is, beside a short “Preface”, divided into seven chapters. The first one of them,
“Preliminaries” very briefly informs about some mathematical concepts used in the follow-
ing explanation, like sets and ordered sets, mappings, lattices, equivalences, and algebras.
Chapter 2, titled “Fuzzy Approach, Graded Truth and Structures of Truth Values”, offers
a general discussion on the notions mentioned in its title, and on their properties. It rep-
resents a not-trivial introduction of the reader into the environment of the fuzziness, its
conceptual background and tools.

The most extensive Chapter 3 “Fuzzy Structures” is important for the understanding
further chapters oriented to more specific topics. It summarizes the general concepts and
results related to the fuzzy relations, starting by the concept of fuzzy sets, fuzzy relations
and fuzzy logic, and continuing with a presentation of such topics like similarity, morphism,
substructures, cutlike semantics, fuzzy equalities and algebras using them, and others.
Chapter 4 dealing with “Binary Fuzzy Relations” is focused on operations and special
types of binary fuzzy relations and their properties. They include sections devoted to
formal tools representing such relations like similarity and hierarchy. Binary fuzzy relations
are interpreted as relations between objects and attributes. Topics being related to those
presented in Chapter 4 are investigated in Chapter 5, “Object-Attribute Fuzzy Relations
and Fuzzy Concept Lattices”. Particular sections are oriented to conceptual granulation,
similarity related to logical precision, fuzzy Galois connections, and fuzzy concept lattices.

Chapter 6 “Composition and Decomposition of Fuzzy Relations” treats the concepts
contained in its title, and their properties. It surveys solutions and approximate solutions
of relational equations, systems of equations and their sensitivity, and the structure of
solutions. The last Chapter 7 headed “Miscellanea” contains some miscellaneous topics
like fuzzy closure operators, applications of some selected results to some problems and
models and fuzzy logic with truth degrees in residuated lattices.

The book is concluded by an extensive (222 items) and representative list of “Refer-
ences” and by the “Index”. In addition, each of Chapters 2 – 7 is concluded by “Biblio-
graphical Remarks” containing references to the related bibliographical items and also brief
characterization of alternative approaches.

The author in his explanation stresses the issues and result which are new, not so
frequently discussed or not generally known, meanwhile the space devoted to the topics
which are relatively well known from other sources is shorter, and the existing literature is
referred. The book aims to address two types of readers. Theoreticians being interested in
the recent state of art in the subject treated in the book, and applied researchers looking for
theoretical tools supporting the development of new methods of control, decision reasoning,
knowledge extraction, systems analysis, etc. It is to be stressed that the respect to this
second group of readers does not influence the mathematical exactness of the explanation.

The book is written in a precise and consequently exact style, based on definitions,
theorems and proofs. The ordering of chapters and sections is logical and natural enabling
their reading in the order of their presentation.

The referred publication represents a not-trivial, representative and for the readers ev-
idently valuable survey of the related branches of the fuzzy set theory with special stress
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on the new and modern methods and results. It can be recommended to every reader of
this type as a useful contribution to the existing literature on the fuzzy set theory.

Milan Mareš


